
MINUTES


MONTHLY ORONOCO TOWNBOARD MEETING


OCTOBER 4, 2010
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The monthly Oronoco Townboard Meeting was called to order on October 4, 2010 at 7:00 PM by chairman, Mark Thein.  Supervisors Neil Stolp and Richard Lyke, and the clerk were present. Treasurer, Kim Stanton was absent.    

Neil Stolp made a motion to approve the September 7, 2010 minutes, Richard Lyke  seconded. Motion passed.
The Treasurer’s report in written form showed the year to date “Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances” as of September 30,  2010 receipts $270,483.85 and disbursements $258,714.53  with an ending balance of  $869,656.39.  Mark Thein made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report and Neil Stolp seconded. Motion passed.
Mark Thein made a motion to accept the agenda with the addition of Don Harreld as item #8.  Neil Stolp seconded. Motion passed.    

Richard Lyke reported for OPAC. There have been changes, basically cleaning up the text, to the County Zoning Ordinance. They are asking the township to amend their zoning ordinance to be the same as the county.

First Responders reported 12 runs, nine township and three city. The township was presented a check for $77.40 from gambling proceeds.   
Mark Thein made a motion to pay bills, Richard Lyke seconded. Motion passed. 
Don (Bill) Harreld presented the board with a petition requesting a cartway access to his landlocked property, section 108N R.14W. The property is bordered on the south and east sides by Zumbro Haven development and on the west side by the Ritter farm, and the north side by the Gustine’s. After discussion, the board decided to look at the property and meet with Jay Hodge. If agreeable, Mr. Harreld’s attorney should write up an agreement – If none of the bordering property owners are agreeable, it will have to go to court. The township will have no involvement in the decision. Table for the November meeting. 
PUBLIC HEARING: Text Amendment #OR2010-001TA, #OR2010-002TA, #OR2010-003TA, #OR2010-004TA.
Mark Thein made a motion to open the Public Hearing. Richard Lyke seconded, motion passed. Logan Tjossem with Olmsted County Planning, presented the staff reports and
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explained the clarification of each amendment. Mark Thein made a motion to close the public hearing, Neil Stolp seconded. Motion passed.
After discussion, Richard Lyke made a motion to approve Text Amendment #OR2010-001TA based on staff findings. Neil Stolp seconded. Motion passed. Neil Stolp made a motion to approve Text Amendment #OR2010-002TA based on staff findings. Richard Lyke seconded. Motion passed. Richard Lyke made a motion to approve Text Amendment #OR2010-003TA based on staff findins. Mark Thein seconded. Motion passed. Neil Stolp made a motion to approve Text Amendment #OR2010-00TA based on staff findings. Mark Thein seconded. Motion passed.

Findings:

#OR2010-00TA

1. The proposal is consistent with the policies of the Olmsted County General Land Use Plan. The amendment is generally consistent with the land use plan by allowing for the creation of farmsteads, non-farms, and farms that have in the past been less than the minimum lot size within the Agricultural Districts along a road right-of-way of Oronoco Township. 

2. The amendment is in the public interest. The amendment is in the public interest by allowing for the creation of farmsteads, non-farms, and farms that have in the past been less than the minimum lot size within the Agricultural Districts along a road right-of-way in Oronoco Township thus preserving the residual agricultural lands of Oronoco Township for agricultural purposes.

3. The proposed development is timely based on surrounding land uses, proximately to development and the availability and adequately of infrastructure. Does not apply

4. The proposed permits land uses within the proposed district that are appropriate on the property and compatible with adjacent uses and the neighborhood. The proposal permits land uses within the Agricultural Districts that are appropriate on the property and compatible with adjacent uses and the neighborhood by allowing the potential establishment of farmsteads, non-farms, and farms that have in the past been less than the minimum lot size within the Agricultural Districts along a road right-of-way thus preserving the residual agricultural lands of Oronoco Township for agricultural purposes.

5. The proposal does not result in a spot zoning. Does not apply

6. The proposal is consistent with a General Development Plan for the area, if one exists. Does not apply

#OR2010-002TA
1. The proposal is consistent with the policies of the Olmsted County General Land Use Plan. The amendment is generally consistent with the land use plan by allowing compatible uses within the Agricultural and Residential Zoning Districts of Oronoco Township. 
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2. The Amendment is in the public interest. The amendment is in the public interest by encouraging renewable energy development and allowing the appropriate time frame to conduct the needed research to determine suitability of specific sites. 
3. The proposed development is timely based on surrounding land uses, proximately to development, and the availability and adequately of infrastructure. Does not  apply
4. The proposed permits land uses within the proposed district that are appropriate on the property and compatible with adjacent uses and the
neighborhood. The proposal permits land uses within the Agricultural Districts and Residential Districts that are appropriate on the property and compatible with adjacent uses and the neighborhood by allowing renewable energy development and allowing the appropriate time frame to conduct the needed research to determine suitability of specific sites 

5. The proposal does not result in a spot zoning. Does not apply

6. The proposal is consistent with a General Development Plan for the area, if one exists. Does not apply

#OR2010-003TA
1. The proposal is consistent with the policies of the Olmsted County General Land Use Plan. The amendment is generally consistent with the land use plan by limiting the number of non-farm lots and dwellings within the Agricultural Zoning Districts of Oronoco Township.

2. The Amendment is in the public interest. The amendment is in the public interest by limiting the amount of non-farm lots and dwellings in Oronoco Township and preserves the Agricultural lands of Oronoco Township for agricultural purposes.

3. The proposed development is timely based on surrounding land uses, proximately to development, and the availability and adequately of infrastructure. Does not  apply
4 The proposed permits land uses within the proposed district that are appropriate on the property and compatible with adjacent uses and the
neighborhood. The proposal permits land uses within the Agricultural Districts and   Residential Districts that are appropriate on the property and compatible with adjacent uses and the neighborhood by limiting the potential nuisances and misunderstandings of County-life within Oronoco Township.
5 The proposal does not result in a spot zoning. Does not apply

6 The proposal is consistent with a General Development Plan for the area, if one exists. Does not apply

#OR2010-004TA
1. The proposal is consistent with the policies of the Olmsted County General Use Plan.  The amendment is generally consistent with the land use plan by limiting the number of chickens within the individual Residential Zoning Districts of the Oronoco Township Zoning Ordinance.
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2. The amendment is in the public interest. The amendment in the publice interest by addressing the potential nuisances, safety, and health concerns while still allowing residents of Oronoco Township to live a more independently sustainable lifestyle.
3. The proposed development is timely based on surrounding land uses, proximately to development, and the availability and adequately of infrastructure. Does not  apply
4. The proposed permits land uses within the proposed district that are appropriate on the property and compatible with adjacent uses and the
neighborhood. The proposal permits land uses within the Agricultural Districts and   Residential Districts that are appropriate on the property and compatible with adjacent uses and the neighborhood by limiting the potential nuisances, addressing safety and health concerns while still allowing residents of Oronoco Township to live a more independently sustainable lifestyle.

   5.  The proposal does not result in a spot zoning. Does not apply

   6. The proposal is consistent with a General Development Plan for the area, if one

        exits. Does not apply.          
Members from the Oronoco City Council, Oronoco Fire Dept., and the First Responders commented on the “Flood” Sept. 23, 2010. The question of what to do the next time a disaster hits the Oronoco area. Everyone was in total agreement that working together was the best plan. Everyone did a wonderful job, putting the public safety first even if it meant crossing city/township lines. There was a dump of sand left over at Party Cove, the township will remove. With the expense of sand bags, sand and dumpsters the township agreed to split the costs after the FEMA reimbursements (if there are any). The board asked the Fire Dept to purchase 2000 sand bags for the township when they placed their next order. In the future, the board will possibly assign sand drops in the township.

Comments: 

· Allen Schumacher reported that there should be a new culvert at the top of the River Road and two culverts on the Thompson Road. There is a sink hole by the Thompson bins and a sink hole on Cedar Beach Road. 

· Richard Lyke reported on the Pine Island Rural Fire District meeting. They have permission to purchase a new truck.

· Karl Schuller wants blacktop.

· Joe Weiss informed that the water is running down the old Sandy Point hill road.

· Mark received a complaint that when the Oronoco Auto Parts replace their fence, it should be uniform-not like before.

Mark Thein made a motion to adjourn, and Neil Stolp seconded. Passed 3-0.

Respectfully Submitted _____________________         _________________________

                               Mark Thein, Chairman                     Judy Haglund, Clerk









