
MINUTES


MONTHLY ORONOCO TOWNBOARD MEETING

SEPTEMBER 2, 2008

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The monthly Oronoco Townboard Meeting was called to order on Tuesday, September 2, 2008 at 7:00 PM by chairman, Mark Thein. Supervisors Neil Stop and Richard Lyke were present as well as treasurer Richard Tiede and the clerk.  

Mark Thein made a motion to approve the August 4, 2008 minutes. Richard Lyke seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0. 

The Treasurer’s report in written form showed the “Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances” as of August 31, 2008 year to date receipts $276,223.20 and year to date disbursements  $291,872.58 with an ending balance of  $850,625. Mark Thein made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report and Neil Stolp seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0.  

Mark Thein made a motion to amend the agenda, adding Dallas Backhaus as item 7 after the bills.  Neil Stolp seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0

There was not an OPAC meeting in August, nothing to report. 

First Responders were not present

Mark Thein made a motion to pay bills, and Neil Stolp seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0.

Dallas Backhaus is running for District 7 Commissioner, Olmsted County. He gave a brief  presentation about himself and answered questions regarding his candidacy and Oronoco Township.

David Koenig, 630 Timberline Dr SE, Oronoco, asked for direction from the Board regarding an old dumpsite on his property. He would like to construct a garage that would be underground as well as on ground level. The problem is that the old dump would have to be dug out and the materials removed in order to go forward with a building permit. He would like to know who is liable for the removal and disposal of the materials- state, county, city, or township. After discussion, the Board agreed that there should be guidance from the MPCA and since it was annexed into the city of Oronoco, it is therefore Oronoco’s jurisdiction, not the township. David will be meeting with the City at their next meeting. 

George Vallejo reported on the Oronoco Township Web Site. He is having a problem with the web site provider (Call Web). He is checking on the expiration of the service, and possibly seeking out a new provider. He is working on adding a fire permit link.
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METES AND BOUNDS SUBIVISION #OR2008-009MB: Sandra and Roger Bowers requesting an approximate 2.5 acre piece be subdivided from an already existing fifty-three acres. The property is located in the NE ¼ of the NE ¼ of Section 3, Oronoco Township. The property address is 13407 Postier DR NW. After discussion, Mark Thein made a motion to approve Metes and Bounds #OR2008-009MB and Neil Stolp seconded

Passed unanimous 3-0.

PUBLIC HEARING

Oronoco Township Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment #OR2008-001TA related to the Oronoco Township Zoning Ordinance standards addressing feedlots within Oronoco Townships River Corridor District per section 9.10 ( C ) (3). 

Mark Thein opened the Public Hearing. Logan Tjossem, gave the Planning Staff Review.

Mark Thein made a motion to close the hearing, Richard Lyke seconded, Passed 3-0.

After discussion, Richard Lyke made a motion to approve amended Text #OR2008-001TA based on staff findings. Neil Stolp seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0

Findings:

1. The proposal is consistent with the policies of the Oronoco Township General Land Use Plan; The amendment is generally consistent with the land use plan in that the intent of the Plan is to protect important resources from being lost to development or damaged by poor management. Renewable and non-renewable resources that should be protected include open space, rivers and shorelands, scenic and diverse landscapes, as well as others as mentioned within the Plan.

2. The amendment is in the public interest; The amendment is generally consistent with the land use plan and is therefore considered in the public interest. 

3. The proposed development is timely based on surrounding land uses, proximately to development, and the availability and adequately of infrastructure; Does not apply. 

4. The proposal permits land uses within the proposed district that are appropriate on the property and compatible with adjacent uses and the neighborhood; Most of Oronoco Township is zoned as an A-2 (Agricultural Protection) Zoning District in the County. This district is intended to encourage long-term agricultural uses and preserve prime agricultural farmland by restricting the location and density of non-farm dwellings and other non-farm land uses. Within the River Corridor, agricultural uses are still encouraged; however, the number of animal units is restricted to 30 animal units and pastured livestock, per the definition of an “Animal Feedlot” in the Oronoco Township Zoning Ordinance.  

5. The Proposal does not result in spot zoning; Does not apply

6. The Proposal is consistent with a General Development Plan for the area, if one exits; Does not apply  
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Comments:

· Larry Stolp asked about picking up boards left along the road  from CR 12 south on 11th Ave. The board gave permission to pickup and haul to the County.

· Mark Thein reported that the driveway for Roger Bowers has been marked and approved by neighbors. 

· Neil Stolp reported on the Rural Fire Dept meeting. 

· Judy reported a phone call from a resident on Ridge Crest Drive NW inquiring about a vacant lot that has grown into weeds. She was referred to Olmsted County Public Works, as the township does not have an ordinance to cover vacant lot maintenance.   

Mark Thein made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Richard Lyke seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0.

:

_______________________________    ___________________________________

Clerk, Judy Haglund                                         Chairman, Mark Thein










