
MINUTES


MONTHLY ORONOCO TOWNBOARD MEETING

SEPTEMBER 8, 2009

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The monthly Oronoco Townboard Meeting was called to order on September 8, 2009 at 7:00 PM by Chairman, Mark Thein.  Supervisors Richard Lyke and Neil Stolp were present as well as treasurer Ron Fuller and the clerk.  

Neil Stolp made a motion to approve the August 3, 2009 minutes, Richard Lyke  seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0. 

The Treasurer’s report in written form showed the “Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances” as of August 31, 2009 year to date receipts $250,450.49 and year to date disbursements  $431,073.40 with an ending balance of  $794,712.67. Ron will be transferring funds to cover checks for September. Mark Thein made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report and Richard Lyke seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0.

The agenda was accepted as presented. 

OPAC did not have a August meeting-no discussion.

Gwen with the First Responders reported 13 calls in August-Eight during Gold Rush, two  in the city and three in the township.  

Richard Lyke made a motion to pay bills, Neil Stolp seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0.

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Variance Request #OR2009-002VAR by Oronoco Estates for the construction of a sign that will exceed the maximum allowable signage for a manufactured home park within the R-2 (Mixed-Low Density Residential) Zoning District. The property is located at 3611 85th St NW. 

Mark Thein made a motion and Neil Stolp seconded to open the Board of Adjustment.

Kristy Cerutti, Community Manager of Oronoco Estates, explained that they would like to put up a sign forty square feet rather than the twelve square feet allowed for manufactured home parks. Logan Tjossem with Olmsted County Planning reviewed the staff findings. There were not any more comments from the floor. After discussion, Richard Lyke made a motion to approve Variance Request #OR2009-002VAR based on Olmsted County Staff Findings. Mark Thein seconded, passed unanimous 3-0. Mark made a motion and seconded by Neil to close the Board of Adjustment.

Staff Findings:

   EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES: There does appear to be exceptional or extraordinary circumstances that would apply to this parcel of property that would not apply generally to other property in the same zoning district or vicinity. This is the only 

Manufactured home park in Oronoco Township and the property is surrounded by other commercial signage without any limitation.

    PRESERVATION OF PROPERTY RIGHTS: The granting of this variance request does appear to be necessary to preserve the applicant’s property rights. Currently there is no signage identifying this property off of 85th Street NW and the entrance to the site only has one access point and it is divided by two separate one way drive aisles. 

    ABSENCE OF DETRIMENT: The granting of this variance request would not appear to be of substantial detriment to the adjacent property owners. There are other commercial messages associated with commercial businesses in the area. The granting of this variance request would be detrimental to the Oronoco Township Zoning Ordinance which limits the maximum square footage of signage associated with manufactured home parks. 

    GENERAL NATURE: This variance request would not appear to be general or recurrent in nature to require an amendment to the zoning ordinance. This is the only manufactured home park in Oronoco Township.

    MINIMUM VARIANCE: The minimum variance that would be necessary to alleviate the alleged hardship would be a variance of twenty-eight (28) square feet to the requested forty (40) square feet from the allowable twelve (12) square feet for signage associated with manufactured home parks. 

Karl Schuller, representing the residents of Oak Lodge Lane NE, presented a request from Jim Hasley, Chuck Emery, Mike Meyer and himself, that the Oak Lodge Lane NE right of way be changed from 90’ to 66’. Logan Tjossem recommended that this process should be handled by the township attorney, with the proper documents needed to be signed and filed. Richard Lyke agreed that the attorney should be contacted as to the costs involved as well as the formality. Tabled until the October meeting. 

Kevin McDermott and Paul Briggs, members of the Oronoco City Council, discussed with The Board the demise of the old township hall. The building was burned by the  Pine Island Rural Fire District on July 28, 2009. The remains were buried on site per the required inspection prior to the burn. The city, however, would like to see everything dug up and hauled away in the event of future development. Neil Stolp provided the city and township minutes from 1968 when the split from the city was made. The square block location of the old town hall was designated a town square, jointly owned by the city and the township. In summation, Mark explained that the township disagrees with the city’s request. Everything was legally performed and there will not be any development in the near future or ever so why go through the expense. Richard Lyke also mentioned that the one meeting a month that the township has should not have to be upstairs. The booking of the city’s special meetings should be on another night or upstairs. The township still extends their offer to help with the costs of doing something about the acoustics in the upper room.
Bremer Law, counsel to Charter Communications, requested a resolution be reviewed and signed for consent to its restructuring per Minnesota law. The board agreed to sign. 

Comments:

· The board agreed to meet on September 14 at 3:00PM to look at Oak Lodge Lane NE. Mark will contact Fred Suhler 

· Neil will contact Peoples Coop Power regarding moving the pole at King’s Marina 

· Neil reminded the Board that there will be a Pine Fire Hall meeting on September 17 at 7:00 PM, All the supervisors are invited to discuss the Fire District contract. A check for $1,000.00 will go out to the Pine Island Fire District at the October meeting for the controlled burn of the old town hall.   

· Ron Fuller informed the board of the Lake Improvement District petition going around Lake Zumbro. The petition will determine if there will be tax assessed in Olmsted and Wabasha counties to the lake residents for the purpose of dredging Lake Zumbro. A presentation would be available at a monthly meeting. 

· Mark will contact Fred Suhler to send the Overby’s an official letter letting them know that the shed in question will have to be torn down/removed by the December meeting.  

Mark Thein made a motion to adjourn at 8:35 pm, Richard Lyke seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0. 

Respectfully Submitted:

__________________                                      ________________________

Clerk, Judy Haglund                                         Chairman, Mark Thein










