
MINUTES


MONTHLY ORONOCO TOWNBOARD MEETING

OCTOBER 6, 2008

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The monthly Oronoco Townboard Meeting was called to order on October 6, 2008 at 7:00 PM by chairman, Mark Thein. Supervisors Neil Stop and Richard Lyke were present as well as treasurer Richard Tiede and the clerk.  

Neil Stolp made a motion to approve the September 2, 2008 minutes. Richard Lyke seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0. 

The Treasurer’s report in written form showed the “Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances” as of September 30, 2008 year to date receipts $281,118.35 and year to date disbursements  $356,262.01 with an ending balance of  $791,131.31. Mark Thein made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report and Neil Stolp seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0.  

Mark Thein made a motion to set agenda as presented. Neil Stolp seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0

Richard Lyke reported on the September OPAC meeting with Dan Fitzpatrick’s development as the topic of discussion. 

Gwen reported for the First Responders: August six runs, four city and two township including Gold Rush. September 13 runs, four city and nine township. Gwen also reported that the First Responders have received a grant to teach the community about strokes-how they are as life threatening as heart attacks. They will be giving a presentation to the Senior Citizens Group and presentations at the Community Center on October 22 at 7:00 pm and November 18 at 7:00 pm open to the public. 

Mark Thein made a motion to pay bills, and Neil Stolp seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0.

ORONOCO TOWNSHIP BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

ORONOCO TOWNSHIP VARIANCE REQUEST #OR2008-007VAR by John Davis for the construction of a small non-utility wind energy conversion system within the R-1 (Low Density Residential) Zoning District. The subject property is located along the north side of Shorewood Lane NE and is generally located in the SE ¼ of the SE ¼ of Section 2, Oronoco Township, Olmsted County. The property address is 77 Shorewood Lane NE. 

John Davis gave his presentation to the Board. Mark Thein asked three times for comments for or against the variance request. No one came forward. Neil Stolp made a motion to close, Mark Thein seconded. Passed unanimous.
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After discussion, Neil Stolp made a motion to approve Variance Request #OR2008-007VAR based on county staff findings. Mark Thein seconded, passed unanimous 3-0.

Findings:

EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES; There does appear to be exceptional or extraordinary circumstances that would apply to this parcel of property that would not apply generally to other property in the R-1 Zoning District or vicinity. Due to the placement of existing trees, existing topography of the land, and proposed placement of a dwelling it makes it difficult to conform to the required setbacks.

PRESERVATION OF PROPERTY RIGHTS; The granting of this variance request does appear to be necessary to preserve the applicant’s property rights. Due to the placement of existing trees, existing topography of the land, and proposed placement of a dwelling it makes it difficult to conform to the required setbacks. 

ABSENCE OF DETRIMENT; The granting of this variance request would not appear to be of substantial detriment to the adjacent property owners. There are other non-farm parcels and residential lots within the area. The granting of this variance request would be detrimental to the Oronoco Zoning Ordinance. 

GENERAL NATURE; The variance request would not appear to be general or recurrent in nature to require an amendment to the zoning ordinance.

MINIMUM VARIANCE; The minimum variances that would be necessary to alleviate the alleged hardship would be a variance of eighty-four feet (84’) to the rear yard setbacks for small non-utility wind energy conversion systems and a variance to the location criteria for wind energy conversion systems within the Shoreland District. 

COMMENTS:

Neil reported that he received a call along with a license number reporting someone dumping brush along the road. Neil in turn called the authorities and they were successful in returning the party responsible to clean up the brush. 

The City of Oronoco called Mark and reported a couch dumped somewhere near the new Crosswinds Church. Larry Stolp will take care of getting it picked up.  

Mark Thein made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Neil Stolp seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0.

:

_______________________________    ___________________________________

Clerk, Judy Haglund                                         Chairman, Mark Thein










