
MINUTES


MONTHLY ORONOCO TOWNBOARD MEETING

MAY 5, 2008

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The monthly Oronoco Townboard Meeting was called to order on May 5 at 7:00 PM by chairman, Mark Thein. Supervisors Neil Stop and Richard Lyke were present as well as  treasurer Richard Tiede and the clerk.  

Mark Thein made a motion to approve the April 7, 2008 minutes. Richard Lyke seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0. 

The Treasurer’s report in written form showed the “Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances” as of April 30, 2008 year to date receipts $62,413.45 and year to date disbursements  $135,499.52 with an ending balance of  $793,188.90. Mark Thein made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report and Neil Stolp seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0.  

Mark Thein made a motion to add Olmsted County letter regarding King’s Marina as 12B. Neil Stop seconded the amended agenda. Passed unanimous. 

There was not an OPAC report.

Neil Stolp reported that he had contacted Dr. Smars with the Oronoco First Responders regarding a contract. Neil is holding their check until a contract is in place. The City of Oronoco is waiting for an attorney to review an acceptable contract. Gwen reported one township and five city calls for the month of April.

Mark Thein made a motion to pay bills, and Neil Stolp seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0.

Tabled from the April meeting-Ann Haddorff. There was no one to represent Ann Haddorff.

Mn/DOT submitted a letter informing the Township that the backage roads, as a result of the Oronoco Trunk Highway 52 project, may be released directly to the township if a resolution to accept is passed. After discussion, Mark Thein made a motion to decline accepting the backage roads, Neil Stolp seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0. The clerk will draft a letter declining to the Mn/DOT.

Tabled from the April meeting, Mark Thein made motion and Richard Lyke seconded the following as the primary providers. Passed unanimous 3-0.

The Primary Providers:


Larry Stolp Construction, Inc.


Ron Haglund Construction


Roberson Lime & Rock, Inc –Rock northern portion of township
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Milestone Materials – Rock southern portion of township 


Roberson Lime & Rock, Inc – ice conditions

The remainder of the bids had been accepted and will be designated as secondary providers. 

Barth Construction submitted a bid of $80.00 per hr for spraying brush/weeds and cutting brush. Richard Lyke made a motion to accept the bid, Mark Thein seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0.

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

ORONOCO TOWNSHIP ZONING DISTRICT AMENDMENT REQUEST #OR2008-001ZC BY FREDERICKS & FITZPATRICK FAMILY FARM to
allow for an approximate 7.85 acre parcel to be zoned as River Ridge Four Special District. The property generally lies in the SW ¼ of the SW ¼ of Section 26, Oronoco Township.

Mark Thein opened the Board of Adjustment. Logan Tjossem with Olmsted County Planning reviewed the Planning Department Analysis, noting that OPAC recommended denial. Bill Tointon, with McGhie & Betts, gave his report along with his findings in support of the application.  Dan Fitzpatrick presented his plan for development. 

Resident Tom St. Marie came forward in favor of the plan changing the shabby property 

into property blending into the existing neighborhood. 

Resident Gregg Osland came forward in favor of the development plan. The existing 


 farm is an eyesore and the plan will be an improvement. 

No one else came forward with comments- Richard Lyke made a motion to close the hearing, Mark Thein seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0 

After much discussion, Mark Thein made a motion to accept Oronoco Township Zoning District Amendment Request #OR2008-001ZC as amended (blue print) based on the findings provided by McGhie & Betts. Richard Lyke seconded. Passed 2-1.Neil Stolp opposed. Findings:

1.THE PROPOSAL IS CONSISTENT WITH THE POLICIES OF THE OLMSTED COUNTY GENERAL LAND USE PLAN; The proposal is consistent with the polices and principles of the Olmsted County Land Use Plan. The Land use is Suburban Subdivision which provides for Residential Special District. Topographic features, soil conditions, and the location of the former building sites restrict the location of the sewage treatment areas, the new building sites and necessitates the use of a private drive under a Special District.

The Special District was created to accommodate these features and develop this “infill” site consistent with the residential neighborhood surrounding the site.

2. THE AMENDMENT IS IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST; The proposed amendment is in the general interest of the public by providing an “infill” project of residential use without creating costs to the public for infrastructure and it is in the public interest to develop this infill area for residential use and a community 
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wastewater treatment system which provides a higher level of monitoring and maintenance to ensure safer operating standards. 

3. THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT IS TIMELY BASED ON SURROUNDING LAND USES, PROXIMITY TO DEVELOPMENT, AND THE AVAILABILITY AND ADEQUACY OF INFRASTRUCTURES; The proposed development of the site is timely as the land use of the property is in place for suburban subdivision and the surrounding property is developed. The infrastructure is also in place to support this project.

4. THE PROPOSAL PERMITS LAND USES WITHIN THE PROPOSED DISTRICTS THAT AREA APPROPRIATE ON THE PROPERTY AND COMPATIBLE WITH ADJACENT USES AND THE NEIGHBORHOOD; The proposed Special District promotes land uses that are compatible for the property. The lot sizes within the Special District area are compatible with our Special Districts in Olmsted County. The issue of density of one lot to 3.5 acres is not consistent with the interpretation by Mr. McIntosh. The density guidelines in the land use plan is not mandatory. 

5. THE PROPOSAL DOES NOT RESULT IN SPOT ZONING; This proposal is consistent with the adopted land use and it is therefore not spot zoning.

6. THE PROPOSAL IS CONSISTENT WITH THE GENERAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE AREA; The original approach was to retain the long time farmstead and continue to utilize the site under the terms and conditions of the conditional use permit. The original GDP labels the area as open space because the applicant desired to retain the Ag Zoning to continue to use the site for his construction business while the subdivision is being built. However, economic times have changed and the 7.85 acre site is proposed for residential development similar to the surrounding area. 

Mark Thein reported that he has not had a response from Oronoco Estates regarding the stop sign. Ryan’s Windows reported another close call at the intersection again.

The Board agreed that an attorney will be contacted as needed at this time. Still waiting for responses to the letters sent. 

COMMENTS:

The board received a letter from Olmsted County indicating that the bridge work at King’s Marina was dropped from #1 to #3 on the list. Mark will contact Mike Sheehan to find out why.

Maxine Trolander asked the Board about chloride for the King’s Park Road as in the past. The Board explained that at the Annual Meeting, it was decided to chloride all of the township gravel roads instead of the 300’. 
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Larry Stolp wanted clarification on which roads needed rock before the chloride application. Also a reminder that when the King’s Marina road gets blacktopped, a turnaround should be considered. Ditch should be cleaned before new culvert is installed.

The Board should look at Carl Schueller’s property/road/right of way. 

John Stolp asked about stumps that should be removed on Evergreen Drive. Neil will call Zeilsdorf.

Richard Lyke made a motion to adjourn, Neil Stolp seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0. 

Respectfully submitted:

_______________________________    ___________________________________

Clerk, Judy Haglund                                         Chairman, Mark Thein










