
MINUTES


MONTHLY ORONOCO TOWNBOARD MEETING

JUNE 2, 2008

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The monthly Oronoco Townboard Meeting was called to order on 
June 2 at 7:00 PM by chairman, Mark Thein. Supervisors Neil Stop and Richard Lyke were present as well as  treasurer Richard Tiede and the clerk.  

Neil Stolp made a motion to approve the May 5, 2008 minutes. Mark Thein seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0. 

The Treasurer’s report in written form showed the “Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances” as of May 31, 2008 year to date receipts $63,600.31 and year to date disbursements  $143,600.20 with an ending balance of  $786,275.08.  Mark Thein made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report and Richard Lyke seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0.  

Mark Thein made a motion to add Olmsted County Planner, Phil Wheeler as item 10b. Neil Stop seconded the amended agenda. Passed unanimous. 

There was not an OPAC report.

Gwen reported for the First Responders 11 calls in May, eight city and three township. 

Mark Thein made a motion to pay bills, and Richard Lyke seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0.

Jim Hasley, owner of Party Cove, requested approval from the Board to have his parking lot chlorided at his expense. The Board agreed to have Neil notify the County to have chloride applied to the parking lot. 

John Eickhoff, Pine Island Assistant City Administrator, requested the Board to approve an Orderly Annexation Resolution. After discussion, Mark Thein made a motion to approve Orderly Annexation Resolution OR060208, a Joint Resolution between the Town of Oronoco, the Town of New Haven and the City of Pine Island. Neil Stolp seconded, passed unanimous 3-0.

METES AND BOUNDS SUBDIVISION #OR2008-006MB, applicant Tom Engebrand with Arcon Development, Inc is requesting an approximate five (5) acre piece subdivided from an already existing forty (40) acres. The property is located in the SE ¼ of the SE ¼ of Section 33, Oronoco Township, zoned A-2 (Agricultural Protection) District. After discussion, Neil Stolp made a motion to approve Metes and Bounds Subdivision #OR2008-006MB. Mark Thein seconded, passed unanimous 3-0.
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BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

ORONOCO TOWNSHIP VARIANCE REQUEST #OR2008-004VAR by Christopher Koenig to allow for the construction of an addition that will encroach into the required side yard setback and the setback from the Ordinary High Water Level. The property address is 13246 Postier Dr NW, Oronoco, MN and is located in the R-1 (Low Density Residential) Zoning District.

Richard Tiede spoke in favor of the Request on the basis that most lake residents require  construction variances. After asking three time for comments for or against, Richard Lyke made a motion to close the hearing. Mark Thein seconded, passed unanimous 3-0.

After discussion, Neil Stolp made a motion to approve Variance Request #OR2008-004VAR based on Olmsted County Staff Findings. Mark Thein seconded, passed unanimous 3-0.

Findings:

EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES: There may be exceptional and extraordinary circumstances that would apply to this parcel of property that would not apply generally to other property in the R-1 zoning district or vicinity. The placement of the dwelling in relation to the property lines and the irregular shape of the lot makes it difficult to allow for improvements to the property. 

PRESERVATION OF PROPERTY RIGHTS: The granting of this variance request may be necessary to preserve the applicant’s property rights and enjoyment of the property due to the proximity to Lake Zumbro similar to other properties in the same district and vicinity. 

ABSENCE OF DETRIMENT: The granting of this variance request would not be of substantial detriment to adjacent property and does not appear to be detrimental to the public welfare. There are other nonconforming residential structures along Postier’s Drive. 

GENERAL NATURE: This variance request would not appear to be general or recurrent in nature to require an amendment to the zoning ordinance.

MINIMUM VARIANCE: The minimum variance that would be necessary to alleviate the alleged hardship would be variances to; alterations to a non-conforming structure, the minimum setback from the Ordinary High Water Level, and to the minimum required side yard setback for the proposed improvements.

Phil Wheeler, with Olmsted County Planning, offered county staff to come to the OPAC meetings and take minutes. The Board agreed that the offer would be beneficial to OPAC  Phil will have a staff person attend the meetings starting June 16,2008.

Phil Wheeler presented the Olmsted County “Land Use Plan Update”. He discussed Suburban Development; Rural Area Business Development (mixed use areas and rural service centers) (prime business sites in rural areas); Interim Development. An Orderly 
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Annexation Agreement with Rochester was discussed. There was much discussion between the Board and Phil Wheeler regarding the Land Use Plan proposal. Mark Thein asked if he could be on the agenda and go before the Olmsted County Board with additional questions/comments. 

The Board agreed to contact attorney, Fred Suhler, for representation regarding the Overby Court Appeal. Mark will make the necessary call. 

The Oronoco First Responders provided a contract/agreement for 2008 services. Mark Thein made a motion to accept the contract and Neil Stolp seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0. The contract was signed and their check presented. 

George Vallejo presented the Board with the web site update. Everyone was pleased that he is getting the Oronoco Township web site current.

Comments:

Neil Stolp will continue to be the Board’s representative at the Pine Island Rural Fire Department quarterly meetings.

Richard Tiede had a request from Steve Smith on Cardinal Lane to have the Board look at the road. It is in need of repair.

Richard Lyke volunteered to represent the Board at the OPAC meetings for a year.

Mark Thein made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Neil Stolp seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0.

:

_______________________________    ___________________________________

Clerk, Judy Haglund                                         Chairman, Mark Thein










