
MINUTES


MONTHLY ORONOCO TOWNBOARD MEETING

JULY 7, 2008

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The monthly Oronoco Townboard Meeting was called to order on July 7, 2008 at 7:00 PM by chairman, Mark Thein. Supervisors Neil Stop and Richard Lyke were present as well as  treasurer Richard Tiede and the clerk.  

Neil Stolp made a motion to approve the June 2, 2008 minutes amending the First Responders runs to 13 runs in May, 10 city and 3 township. Richard Lyke seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0. 

The Treasurer’s report in written form showed the “Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances” as of June 30, 2008 year to date receipts $74,902.50 and year to date disbursements  $197,692.95 with an ending balance of  $743,484.52. Richard Tiede added that he had received the final disaster payment and received the 1st quarter aggregate fee from the county.  Mark Thein made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report and Richard Lyke seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0.  

Mark Thein made a motion to change the agenda adding George Vallejo as item 7 and Fred Suhler as a later item. Neil Stop seconded the amended agenda. Passed unanimous. 

Richard Lyke reported for OPAC- A change was made to Article III to allow for a supervisor to fill a vacant seat until someone will fill the position. A change was made to allow a quorum majority rules decision. A pubic hearing was held for John Davis on a zoning request-OPAC approved.

Chris Stolp reported for the First Responders four runs, two city and two township

Richard Lyke made a motion to pay bills, and Mark Thein seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0.

George Vallejo reported on the Oronoco Township Web Site-He is waiting for current information to update the site. He reported that in June there were 2300 visitors to the web site and in July to date 230 visitors. August will be the end of his free time and will be charging approximately $25.00 per month to keep the site up to date. Mark or George will go the OPAC meeting to get pictures of the current members to add to the web site. 

METES AND BOUNDS SUBDIVISION #OR2008-007MB, applicant Larry Frank with Arcon Development, Inc is requesting an approximate five (5) acre piece subdivided from an already existing forty (40) acres. The property is located in the NW ¼ of the SE ¼ of Section 33, Oronoco Township, zoned A-2 (Agricultural Protection) District. After 
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discussion, Richard Lyke made a motion to approve Metes and Bounds Subdivision #OR2008-007MB. Mark Thein seconded, passed unanimous 3-0.

METES AND BOUNDS SUBDIVISION #OR2008-008MB, applicant Larry Frank with Arcon Development, Inc requesting an approximate five (5) acre piece to be subdivided from an already existing forty (40) acres. The property is located in the NE ¼ of the SE ¼ of Section 33, Oronoco Township, zoned A-2 (Agricultural Protection) District.  After discussion, Mark Thein made a motion to approve Metes and Bounds Subdivision #OR 2008-08MB. Neil Stolp seconded, passed unanimous 3-0

PUBLIC HEARING

VARIANCE REQUEST #OR2008-005VAR by Bruce Walters to allow for the construction of an addition that will encroach into the required setback from the ordinary high water level of the Shoreland District. The property address is 13420 Postier Dr NW, Oronoco, MN and is located in the R-1 (Low Density Residential) Zoning District. 

Richard Lyke commented that he looked at the property, and could not see a problem. There were no other comments for or against the variance request.  After discussion, Mark Thein made a motion to approve Variance Request #OR2008-005VAR based on Olmsted County Staff Findings. Neil Stolp seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0.

Findings:

Exceptional Circumstances: The may be exceptional and extraordinary circumstances that would apply to this parcel of property that would not apply generally to other in the R-1 zoning district or vicinity. The placement of the existing dwelling in relation to the ordinary high water mark and the irregular shape of the lot make it difficult to allow for improvements to the property.

Preservation of Property Rights: The granting of this variance request may be necessary to preserve the applicant’s property rights and enjoyment of the property due to the proximity to Lake Zumbro, similar to that possessed by other properties in the same district and vicinity. 

Absence of Detriment: The granting of this variance request would not be of substantial detriment to adjacent property and does not appear to be detrimental to the public welfare. There are other existing nonconforming structures in Postier’s 1st Subdivision. 

General Nature: This variance request would not appear to be general or recurrent in nature to require an amendment to the zoning ordinance. 

Minimum Variance: The minimum variance that would be necessary to alleviate  the alleged hardship would be variances for alterations to a non-conforming structure and to the minimum setback from the Ordinary High Water Level.

ZONING DISTRICT AMENDMENT REQUEST #OR2008-003ZC by John Davis for a zoning district change of three acres from the R-2 (Mixed Low Density Residential)

Oronoco Township Minutes

July 7, 2008

Page 3

Zoning District to the R-1 (Low Density Residential) Zoning District to allow for a small non-utility wind energy conversion system.  The subject property is located along the North side of Shorewood lane NE and is generally located in the SE ¼ if Section 2, Oronoco Township, Olmsted County. After an explanation from John Davis regarding the wind energy system and discussion, Richard Lyke made a motion to approve Zoning District Amendment Request #OR2008-003ZC based on Planning Staff Recommendations. Neil Stolp seconded, passed unanimous 3-0.  

Amendment Findings:

1. The proposal is consistent with the policies of the Olmsted County General Land Use Plan; The property is located within an area designated as the Resource Protection Area on the Olmsted County General Land Use Plan but is currently zoned as R-2 (Mixed Low Density Residential) Zoning District. 

2. The amendment is in the public interest; The property is currently zoned as the R-2 (Mixed Low Density Residential) Zoning District with other residential districts surrounding the property.
3. The proposed development is timely based on surrounding land uses, proximity to development, and the availability and adequacy of infrastructure; The surrounding land uses are residential and the proposed use is consistent with these surrounding uses.

4. The proposal permits land uses within the proposed district that are appropriate on the property and compatible with adjacent uses and the neighborhood; The surrounding land uses are agricultural and the proposed use is consistent with these surrounding uses.

5. The proposal does not result in a spot zoning; The surrounding land uses are residential and the proposed use is consistent with these surrounding zoning districts and would not result in spot zoning. 

6. The proposal is consistent with a General Development Plan for the area, if one exists; There is no General Development Plan for this site, however, a Conditional Use Permit is required if the Zoning District Amendment is approved.  

Comments:

· Neil Stolp reported that approximately 60,374 gal of chloride was used this year to cover all the township roads as compared to approximately 28,800 gal in 2007.

· The State has requested records on the landfill in Oronoco Township-referred them to Olmsted County.

· Sesquicentennial celebrations for Marion Township and Quincy Township will be held on July 19, 2008 at their town halls from 11:00AM to 3:00 PM. There will be refreshments and history memorabilia.

· Mark had a call regarding neighbors in dispute of trees and property lines. He recommended having it surveyed. The township would not have a decision in the situation. 
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· Bargen looked at Cardinal Lane, could not see anything wrong. However, Richard Tiede explained that the water runs down from the drives of the neighboring homes onto Steve Smith’s yard. Can the water be diverted.

· Richard Tiede reported that the pull tab operation is up and running at Party Cove

· Ron Haglund asked the board for approval to replace a deteriorating cement culvert and repair the wash out on 130th St. The board agreed to have him make the necessary repairs.

· Fred Suhler, attorney, updated the Board on the progress of the Overby appeal. He will keep the board advised as needed. 

Neil Stolp made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mark Thein seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0.

:

_______________________________    ___________________________________

Clerk, Judy Haglund                                         Chairman, Mark Thein










