
MINUTES


MONTHLY ORONOCO TOWNBOARD MEETING

FEBRUARY 2, 2009

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The monthly Oronoco Townboard Meeting was called to order on February 2, 2009 at 7:00 PM by Chairman, Mark Thein.  Supervisors Neil Stolp and Richard Lyke and  treasurer Richard Tiede and the clerk were present .  

Neil Stolp made a motion to approve the January 5, 2009 minutes. Mark Thein seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0. 

The Treasurer’s report in written form showed the “Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances” as of January 31, 2009 year to date receipts $8,408.86 and year to date disbursements  $183,199.11 with an ending balance of  $800,545.33. Mark Thein made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report and Richard Lyke seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0.   

Mark Thein made a motion to accept the agenda as presented with the addition of George Vallejo. Neil Stolp seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0.

Paige Collins reported for OPAC. At the January meeting a Conditional Use Permit was granted to Marla Culver until October 1,2009 at which time it will be reviewed again. Charlie Lacy’s term expires, but he has offered to stay another term. Mark Thein made

a motion to reappoint Charlie Lacy and Richard Lyke seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0.   

Gwen reported for the First Responders 12 runs for the month of January. There were eight township and four city runs. 

George Vallejo presented the board with a usage chart of the township web site. He is going to add a Minnesota Association of Townships link. There was discussion on revamping the web site and possibly using a different server. George will check on the contract and present new ideas for the web at the March meeting. 

Mark Thein made a motion to pay bills, Neil Stolp seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0.

ORONOCO BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Oronoco Township Variance Request #OR2008-008VAR by Terry Smith for the placement of two carports within the A-2 (Agricultural Protection) Zoning District. The subject property is located along the east side of Cedar Beach Dr NW and is generally  located in the SW ¼ of the NW ¼ of the NE ¼ of Section 14, Oronoco Township, Olmsted County. The property address is 11378 Cedar Beach Dr NW.
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Mark Thein made a motion to open the Board of Adjustment hearing and Neil Stolp seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0. Terry Smith explained that he is proposing to build two carports that will encroach into the front, rear, and side yard required setbacks as well as the setback in the Shoreland District from the Ordinary High Water Level. After Mark  asked three times for comments for or against, Neil Stolp made a motion to close the hearing, Mark seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0. After discussion Neil Stolp made a motion to approve Variance Request #OR2008-008VAR based on county staff findings. Mark Thein seconded, passed unanimous 3-0.

Findings: 

Exceptional Circumstances: There may be exceptional and extraordinary circumstances that would apply to this parcel of property that would not apply generally to other property in the A-2 zoning district or vicinity. The placement of the existing dwelling and structures in relation to the ordinary high water mark and the irregular shape of the lot make it difficult to allow for improvements to the property. 

Preservation of Property Rights: The granting of this variance request may be necessary to preserve the applicant’s property rights and enjoyment of the property due to the proximity to Lake Zumbro. Similar enjoyment is possessed by other properties in the same district and vicinity. 

Absence of Detriment: The granting of this variance request would not be of substantial detriment to adjacent property and does not appear to be detrimental to the public welfare. There are other approved structures along Cedar Beach Drive NW. The granting of this variance request would be detrimental to the nature and intent of the Oronoco Township Zoning Ordinance which limits the setback of structures in agricultural zoning districts as well as the Shoreland District. 

General Nature: This variance request would not appear to be general or recurrent in nature to require an amendment to the zoning ordinance.

Minimum Variance: The minimum variances that would be necessary to alleviate the alleged hardship would be a variance of 30 feet to 15 feet from the required 45 feet setback within the front yard to permit the construction of the proposed carport (A) on the site plan: a variance of 43 feet to 2 feet from the required 45 feet setback within the side yard to permit the construction of the proposed carport(A) on the site plan: a variance of 5 feet to 20 feet from the required 25 feet setback within the rear yard to permit the construction of the proposed carport (A) on the site plan: a variance of 80 feet to 20 feet from the required 100 feet to permit the construction of the proposed carport (A) on the site plan into the required setback within the Shoreland District: a variance of 25 feet to 20 feet from the required 45 feet setback within the front yard to permit the construction of the proposed carport (B) on the site plan: a variance of 15 feet to 10 feet from the required 25 feet setback within the rear yard to permit the construction of the proposed carport (B) on the site plan: a variance of 90 feet to 10 feet from the required 100 feet to permit the construction of the proposed carport (B) on the site plan: into the required setback within the Shoreland District. 
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Ron Fuller volunteered to be the moderator at the annual meeting March 10, 2009. If for some reason he becomes unavailable, Kevin Collins would be the moderator.

The board reviewed the agenda for the annual meeting on March 10, 2009.

Comments:

    There was discussion regarding the probability of proceeding with the King’s Marina Bridge repair. Tabled for discussion for the March meeting. 

Richard Lyke made a motion to adjourn, Neil Stolp seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0.  

Respectfully Submitted:

__________________                                       ________________________

Clerk, Judy Haglund                                         Chairman, Mark Thein










