
MINUTES


MONTHLY ORONOCO TOWNBOARD MEETING

AUGUST 4, 2008

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The monthly Oronoco Townboard Meeting was called to order on August 4, 2008 at 7:00 PM by chairman, Mark Thein. Supervisors Neil Stop and Richard Lyke were present as well as  treasurer Richard Tiede and the clerk.  

Neil Stolp made a motion to approve the July 7, 2008 minutes. Mark Thein seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0. 

The Treasurer’s report in written form showed the “Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances” as of July 31, 2008 year to date receipts $271,811.92 and year to date disbursements  $216,940.57 with an ending balance of  $921,146.32. Richard Tiede added that he has not received anything on the Pull Tabs for the past two months. He will try and get hold of Jeff Somerfield. Richard Lyke made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report and Neil Stolp seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0.  

Mark Thein made a motion to accept the agenda as presented. Neil Stolp seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0

Richard Lyke reported for OPAC- feedlot shoreline district was the subject for discussion.

Gwen reported for the First Responders six runs, two city and four township which included storm watch runs for the city and township.

Mark Thein made a motion to pay bills, and Richard Lyke seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0.

George Vallejo reported on the Oronoco Township Web Site-He is still waiting for current information on OPAC members to update the site. He reported that in July there were 3021 visitors to the web site. The board agreed that he could link other Oronoco sites to the township site within reason. Anything questionable would have to be approved by the board.  

PUBLIC HEARING

ORONOCO BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

VARIANCE REQUEST #OR2008-006VAR by Roger and Sandy Bowers to allow for a variance to the density standards of the A-2 (Agricultural Protection) Zoning District.
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The property address is 13407 Postier Dr NW, and is generally located in the NE ¼ of the NE ¼ of Section3, Oronoco, MN.

Roger & Sandra Bower explained to the board that they are proposing to split a 2.35 acre non-farm parcel from an existing 55 acre farm parcel for a potential building site in the A-2 Zoning District when the non-farm density has already been exceeded in the NE ¼ of the NE ¼ of Section 3. 

Mark Thein asked for comments for or against the Variance request. Ilene McCann, neighbor, expressed concern about the driveway placement. She would like to see the driveway moved north so it would not be in direct line with her house across the street.

Mike & Trista Gravenish were concerned about the placement of the new house in regards to obstructing their view off their deck. Richard Tiede added that Bower’s would be assessed on the blacktopping once the home is built. 

Neil Stolp made a motion to close the hearing, Richard Like seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0.

After discussion, Richard Lyke made a motion to approve Variance Request #OR2008-006VAR based on staff findings and on the condition that the driveway be located in an area agreeable to the Board and the neighbors, and that the side yard set back be in compliance with the zoning regulations. Mark Thein seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0. 

The board, the Bowers, and neighbors agreed to look at the property immediately following the meeting. 

Findings:

Exceptional Circumstances: There does appear to be exceptional or extraordinary circumstances that would apply to this parcel of property that would not apply generally to other property in the A-2 zoning district or vicinity. This lot appears to have already been created and shows up in the County Recorders’ Data base. 

Preservation of Property Rights: The granting of this variance request does appear to be necessary to preserve the applicant’s property rights. The applicant purchased the property with the understanding that this lot had already been created.  

Absence of Detriment: The granting of this variance request would not be of substantial detriment to adjacent property owners. There are other Non-farm parcels and residential lots within the area. The granting of this variance request would be detrimental to the nature, intent, and future application of the Oronoco Township Zoning Ordinance which limits the density of non-farm parcels in the Agricultural Protection zoning districts.  

General Nature: This variance request would not appear to be general or recurrent in nature to require an amendment to the zoning ordinance. There are other Non-farm parcels and residential lots within the area. 

Minimum Variance: The minimum variance that would be necessary to alleviate the alleged hardship would be a variance to the density standards of the A-2 zoning district to allow one additional non-farm parcel within this quarter-quarter section.
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Comments:

· Neil Stolp reported 3rd Street in King’s Park needs rock and 18th Ave going to King’s Park has dumped tires along the road. Larry and John Stolp will pickup and get rid of them.  

· Mark reported that Carr’s Tree Service looking for work. 

Mark Thein made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Richard Lyke seconded. Passed unanimous 3-0.

:

_______________________________    ___________________________________

Clerk, Judy Haglund                                         Chairman, Mark Thein










