
MINUTES


MONTHLY ORONOCO TOWNBOARD MEETING


SEPTEMBER 6, 2011
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The monthly Oronoco Townboard Meeting was called to order on Tuesday, Sept. 6, 2011 at 7:00 PM by chairman, Mark Thein.  Supervisors Neil Stolp and Richard Lyke and treasurer, Kim Stanton were present as well as the clerk. 
Neil Stolp made a motion to approve the Aug.1, 2011 minutes, Richard Lyke seconded. Motion passed. 
The Treasurer’s report in written form showed the year to date “Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances” as of Aug 31, 2011 receipts $300,894.39 and disbursements $405,971.94  with an ending balance of $759,446.11.  FEMA disaster funds in the amount of $27,524.11 is included in the receipts. A motion was made by Neil Stolp and seconded by Mark Thein to recode to account #200 (road & bridge) instead of #100 (General fund). Motion carried. Mark Thein  made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report and Richard Lyke seconded. Motion passed.
A motion was made by Mark Thein and seconded by Neil Stolp to move Sheila Craig before the Public Hearing. The motion was carried as presented.
Richard Lyke reported for OPAC-The only discussion was regarding OR2011-001GDP and OR2011-002ZC. 
First Responders reported 15 runs in Aug – nine township and six city.
A motion was made by Mark Thein to pay the bills and Neil Stolp seconded. Motion carried. 

Old Business:
1) Sheila Craig, with Community Wastewater, gave an updated progress report on the King’s Park project. She presented  “Draft of Grant Application”, “Resolution”, and “Request for Quote” documents. Mark Thein made a motion to authorize Resolution #9311A and Neil Stolp seconded. Motion Passed 3-0. Mark Thein made a motion and Neil Stolp seconded to authorize Sheila Craig to send out bids to contractors. Motion carried 3-0. The clerk will post bids in the Post Bulletin for bid letting available at the October meeting. 
2) Armin Schrimpf: Regarding apple trees in the road right of way. Richard Lyke looked at them and thought there would not be a problem, but perhaps later as they matured or if there would be new owners, the township would not pay for the removal of them. Neil Stolp expressed that they should not be in the right of way at all, and Armin should move 
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them or cut them down. Mark though they should actually meet with Armin and all look at them in person. It was decided to look at them on Sept 21 at 7:00 pm and table the decision until the Oct 3rd meeting. 

3) Kim Stanton: Regarding Oronoco Food Shelf Contract for Services. Kim presented a sample contract to be used at the Annual Township Meeting in March. It will be necessary to discuss and vote on it at the annual meeting. 

New Business:

1) Public Hearing: Oronoco Township General Development Plan #OR2011-001GDP know as the SJC Plat and Zoning District Amendment #OR2011-002ZC by North American Reality to rezone approximately nine acres from the A-2 (Agricultural Protection) Zoning District to the R-1 (Low Density Residential) Zoning District. The purpose of the amendment is to allow for the creation of a residential plat containing up to 3 lots, as shown on the proposed General Development Plan, with individual wastewater treatment systems. The property is generally located in the S ½ of the NE ¼ of the SW ¼ Section 11, Oronoco Township, South of Olmsted County Road 12 (White Bridge Rd NW) across from the Landings at Sandy Point.   

Logan Tjossem, with Olmsted County Planning, gave an overview of the project from the planning department. The Environmental Commission and the Planning Department are in favor of the project contingent on the preliminary plat approval. Bill Blackman, with McGhie and Betts, gave his report on the project showing where the houses and driveways would go. Mark Thein asked for comments. Mark made a motion and Neil seconded to close the Public Hearing. Motion carried. After discussion, and deciding it was good use of the property, Mark Thein made a motion to approve Zoning District Amendment #OR2011-002ZC based on staff findings and contingent on the preliminary plat approval. Richard Lyke seconded, motion carried 3-0.  After discussion, Mark Thein made a motion to approve General Development Plan #OR2011-001GDP based on staff findings and contingent on the preliminary plat approval. The preliminary plat approval would have one year before it would expire. Neil Stolp seconded, motion carried 3-0. 

Zoning District #OR2011-002ZC Findings:

1) The proposal is consistent with the policies of the Olmsted County General Land Use Plan for the Suburban Development Area. However, the density of the development at three acres is not consistent with the recommended 3.5 acre density within the Suburban Development Area. The Oronoco Zoning Ordinance allows for a minimum of two acres.

2) The amendment could be in the public interest because of its proximity to Lake Zumbro and proximity to Sandy Pointe.

3) The proposed development by reason of its proximity to Lake Zumbro and to The Landings at Sandy Pointe appears to be timely based on the surrounding land uses.

4) The application proposes land uses which would be compatible with the adjacent property to the east. Most of the surrounding land uses are agricultural in nature and the Land use Plan identified this area for Suburban Development.
Oronoco Township Minutes

Sept 6, 2011

Page 3

5) The proposed development does not result in spot zoning since it would be adjacent to an existing special district and is identified on the Land Use Plan as Suburban Development.

6) A General Development Plan was submitted for the property with the Zoning District Amendment application.

General Development Plan findings:
1) The proposal is consistent with the policies of the Olmsted County General Land Use Plan for the Suburban Development Area. However, the density of the development at three acres is not consistent with the recommended 3.5 acre density within the Suburban Development Area. The Oronoco Zoning Ordinance allows for a minimum of two acres.

2) The proposed street pattern appears to be appropriate to serve the property under consideration. Roadway design details will be reviewed at the preliminary plat stage.

3) The proposal does not make provisions for any County planned capital improvements or streets on the Thoroughfare Plan. The applicant would be responsible for any necessary roadway improvements on CSAH 12 (White Bridge Rd NW) as required by the County Engineer.

4) It appears that adequate provisions for surface water drainage, soil erosion control, and water supply and sewage treatment will be consistent with State law and rule and County ordinances. Detailed plans of these systems will need to be reviewed and approved by the appropriate agency during the plating process.
5) Detailed lot, block and street layout will need to be reviewed during the plating process. The number of lots proposed is not consistent with the Suburban Development policies of the Land Use Plan. However, the Oronoco Zoning Ordinance allows for a minimum size of two acres.

6) It appears that most of the unique natural woodland areas are being preserved, especially along the shoreland impact zone. There may be a couple of areas on the plan where woodland vegetation would need to be removed to allow for the construction of a dwelling.

7) The development will occur in an orderly fashion as the development will occur adjacent to CSAH 12 (White Bridge Rd NW) from which access will be taken.

8) The applicant will need to obtain an Olmsted County Highway Access Permit regarding the proposed access. Conditions for approval of access will be determined at the time of application.

Chris Liffrig approached the Board regarding installation of a new septic. It would need to be installed within 5’ of the property line/township road. After discussion, Mark Thein made a motion to allow for an encroachment of within 5’ from the township road to install the septic. Richard Lyke seconded, motion carried 3-0.  The clerk will send a letter to the County with the Board’s decision.

There is an abandoned building in Kings Park that Lyle Plumhoff, Olmsted County Building Official, recommended to the Board to be razed or removed due to the 
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hazardous condition. Neil Stolp will check with the Association of Townships attorney as to what legal procedure should be followed. Table until the Oct meeting.

Representatives from the Pine Island Fire District and the Oronoco Fire Department were present to discuss the situation of a resident not being able to obtain homeowners insurance. Joe Pike has looked at the location, and it is his thought that the problem lies in the structure itself and not the location. A structure of that size would require at least 4000 gals of water per minute, something that rural fire service could not provide. There is an issue with the driveway to gain access to the building. It seems that the neighboring residents are ok with their insurance. After discussion, it was decided that the problem should be worked out between the resident and their insurance companies.  Pat Pike recommended a written document from the township showing pros and cons for the Fire District to review to help improve their service.

Mark Thein made a suggestion regarding wind farms in Oronoco Township to the Board.

He suggested that OPAC discuss wind farms and possibly have an ordinance against them before it becomes an issue. Richard Lyke will bring up at the next OPAC meeting. 

Comments:

· Neil Stolp reminded Peoples Co-op Power will have a public meeting on Oct 6 at 6:00pm at the Community Center.

· Neil had a complaint that kids were messing around on the newly chloride road. 

· Neil-Lenny from Rochester Township will be doing the final mowing for the year.

· Mark-there have been complaints about a homeowner near Tilly’s that does not mow his yard. Neil will check with the Association of Townships attorney as to legal action. 

· Neil-Lot 56 Oronoco Estates, complaints of barking dog.

· Neil-took a boat ride on Lake Zumbro discovering how much silt has washed in different areas. 

· Allen Schumacher has been cleaning ditches. Mark made a motion to have Allen raise the level of the river road near the Auto Parts if within the legal dollar limit without posting bids. Neil Stolp seconded, motion carried 3-0.

Richard Lyke made a motion to adjourn, Mark Thein seconded. Motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted _____________________         _________________________

                               Mark Thein, Chairman                     Judy Haglund, Clerk  









