MINUTES
CONTINUED MONTHLY ORONOCO TOWNBOARD MEETING

APRIL 11, 2011

The continued Oronoco Townboard Meeting was called to order by Chairman, Mark Thein. 

Supervisors, Neil Stolp and Richard Lyke were present as well as treasurer, Kim Stanton and the clerk. 

The topic of discussion was the proposals by McGhie & Betts Environmental Services, Inc (MBESI), Malkerson Gunn Martin LLP (MGM) and Bio Associates, Inc (BIKO) to assist Oronoco Township in the 

opposition of the CapX 2020 project. 

Jeff Broberg, MBESI, gave a presentation on the order of events and dates involved in the CapX 2020 project and the importance of each. MBESI presented their Scope of Services. Their staff will assist Oronoco Township with:


Task 1A: Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) Research


They will work closely with MGM, and BIKO to share data that is relevant to building Oronoco


Township’s case for the Route Permit intervention and response to the DEIS. They will provide 


advise to township residents that will benefit them in organizing their comments in an effective 



manner. This would include time to conduct a brief reconnaissance with MGM and BIKO, attend


one Administrative Law Judge Hearing (May 2011) and attend two Township Board meetings in 



May and June.


Task 1B: Proposed Environmental Analysis of Alternatives


MBESI will complete a thorough technical review of all proposed alternative that are of a direct 


Concern to Oronoco Township in the immediate vicinity of the Township boundary. On behalf of 
the township, MBESI will prepare written comments for the DEIS that will then be subject to 

final Board approval before they are submitted into the public record on April 29, 2011.

Task 3A: Provide Technical Support to Intervention Submittal

Task 3A-3C will primarily consist of MBESI staff providing technical support to the Route Permit 

Application Interventions. To assist MGM and BIKO in preparing the Oronoco Township’s 
Intervention to the CapX2020 Hampton-Rochester-LaCrosse 345 & 161 kV Transmission Line 

Project, MBESI will provide technical support as needed.

Task 3B: Prepare GIS Maps/Displays to Support Oronoco Townships Intervention Position

Task 3C: Provide Technical Support to Intervention Rebuttals.

Phillip (Rod) Krass, attorney, representing Malkerson Gunn Martin LLP (MGM) gave the Board/residents a summation of their roll in the CapX2020 project. 

Represent Oronoco Township with the Route Permit Application (RPA) and Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (DEIS) 

They will assist on Oronoco Township’s behalf in the intervention in the route selection process and participation in the hearings before the administrative law judge (ALJ). They will prepare and file intervention, and review applicant’s testimony, consult with experts, and prepare 
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responses for hearings. They will participate and assist the Township with the intervention and hearings in the best interests of Oronoco Township.
Harold Shelbistad (sp) representing Bio Associates, Inc (BIKO), explained that they are a land use planning firm. Their Work Progam:

1. Draft Environmental Impact Statement Track

A. Review DEIS and other pertinent documentation

B. Review Oronoco Comprehensive Plan, Zoning Ordinance, and other pertinent documentation.

C. Prepare for and attend the April 11 meeting to assist community members with development of oral testimony for the DEIS Public Hearings and preparation of written statements to submit by April 29, 2011.

2. Route Selection and Decision-Making Track:

A. Coordinate with members of the consultant team

B. Review testimony submitted by the project proposers.

C. Conduct field reconnaissance and scoping of alternative routes.

D. Conduct one-on-one visits with property owners, as needed

E. Conduct technical analyses to identify impacts of the proposed project, particularly with regard to effects on :

· Human settlement, including, but not limited to, displacement, noise, aesthetics, cultural values and safety;

· Public health and safety;

· Land-based economies, including, but not limited to, agriculture, forestry, tourism, and mining;

· The natural environment, including effects on air and water quality resources and flora and fauna; and

· Rare and unique natural resources.

F. Document analysis findings in draft technical reports, which will be reviewed by other members of the consultant team and client group before finalization.

G. Prepare and present testimony as an expert witness for the Township in Administrative Law proceedings. 

After much discussion, a motion was made by Mark Thein to hire MBESI, MGM, and BIKO for representation on behalf of Oronoco Township in the opposition of CapX2020. Neil Stolp seconded, motion passed 3-0. Mark asked the floor for any objections, and no one came forward. 

Jeff Broberg is going to contact Geoff Griffin to see if Elk Run would get involved. Mark Thein is going contact the Olmsted County Commissioners to see they would get involved as well. 
The OPAC meeting has been rescheduled for April 25, 2011 (4th Mon) instead of April 18 (3rd Mon).
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OPAC would like to increase their five member board to seven members. Marci Negel and Javon Bea have volunteered to fill those positions. Richard Lyke made a motion to approve Marci Negel and Javon Bea as OPAC members. Neil Stolp seconded. Motion carried.  Jamin Arvid has requested that someone fill out his term. Jason Ottman has agreed to fill out the rest of his term. Neil Stolp made a motion to approve Jason Ottman to finish out Jamin Arvid’s term. Mark Thein seconded, motion carried.  

Mark Thein made a motion to adjourn, Neil Stolp seconded. Motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted

________________________________     ________________________________

Chairman, Mark Thein                                    Clerk, Judy Haglund

