MINUTES
ORONOCO TOWNSHIP


MEETING CONTINUED FROM JULY 5, 2011
JULY 7, 2011
The continued meeting from July 5, 2011 was called to order by Mark Thein on July 7, 2011 at 6:00 PM.

Supervisors Richard Lyke and Neil Stolp were present.
ORONOCO TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT AMENTMENT #OR2011-001TA ADDRESSING THE STANDARDS FOR INCLUDING A RECYCLABLE WASTE TRANSFER FACILITY AS A PERMITTED USE WITHIN THE HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL ZONING DISTRICT. THE AMENDMENT WILL ADDRESS SPECIFIC STANDARDS THAT SHALL APPLY TO RECYCLABLE WASTE TRANSFER FACILITIES WITHIN THE RELEVANT SECTIONS OF THE ORONOCO TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE.

Logan Tjossem, Olmsted County Planning, explained the revision of the standards that would apply to Recyclable Waste Transfer Facilities. The applicant, represented by Jeff Broberg with McGhie and Betts, met with Logan and all came to an agreement. The standards are:

Section 10.53
RECYCLABLE WASTE TRANSFER FACILITIES: The following standards apply to Recyclable Waste Transfer Facilities:

1. Comply with all State Rules and submit copies of required State permits.

2. Have a minimum lot size of 5 acres.

3. No more than 50% of the lot area shall be devoted to outdoor storage, excluding vehicle parking, with outdoor storage prohibited in required front yards.
4. No more than 20% of the lot area may be used for vehicle parking.
5. Except where visual screening is provided by a building at least 20 feet in height, provide bufferyard landscaping equivalent to bufferyard “E” abutting a planned or existing freeway, expressway, or arterial street or property zoned residential or in an urban service area planned for residential development; and equivalent to bufferyard C abutting a local or collector street; with the following exceptions:

a. required canopy trees shall consist of evergreen species
b. no shrubs are required

c. the fourth bufferyard option for bufferyard E need not require an additional fence where a perimeter fence is provided

d. spacing along the perimeter for canopy trees shall be such as to provide visual screening, with an average not less than 35’, 

e. maximum spacing along the perimeter for canopy and understory trees shall be 20’.

6. Provide a fence at least eight feet in height located on the perimeter of the property, or inside of any required perimeter bufferyard.

7. Ensure that all materials be controlled on and off site so not to cause a nuisance to adjoining properties.

8. Any stockpiles exceeding the height of the perimeter fence shall be setback a distance equal to 2.5 times their height; no stockpile shall exceed a height of 25 feet.
9. Maintain a locked gate at the entrance that restricts dumping on the site after hours.
10. Be located outside any Flood Plain District, shoreland or an area identified as a wetland, even if replaced.
After discussion Mark Thein made a motion to approve Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment #OR2011-001TA based on staff recommendations. Neil Stolp seconded, motion carried 3-0. Neil suggested that the road leading into the facility should be marked by the county as a nine ton road.

Staff Recommendations:

1. The proposal is consistent with the policies of the Olmsted County General Land Use Plan. The amendment is generally consistent with the land use plan by allowing compatible uses within the Highway Commercial Zoning Districts of Oronoco Township.
2. The amendment is in the public interest. The amendment is in the public interest by encouraging recycling and the reuse of everything from plastic and newspaper to aluminum and scrap metal.


3. The proposed development is timely based on surrounding land uses. Proximately to development, and the availability and adequately of infrastructure. Not applicable
4. The proposal permits land uses within the proposed district that are appropriate on the property and compatible with adjacent uses and the neighborhood. The proposal permits land uses within the Highway Commercial District that are appropriate on the property and compatible with adjacent uses within the Highway Commercial Zoning District. 
5. The proposal does not result in a spot zoning. Does not apply to this text amendment.
6. The proposal is consistent with a General Development Plan for the area, if one exists. Does not apply to this text amendment. 
Mark Thein made a motion to adourn, Neil Stolp seconded. Motion carried 3-0.
Respectfully submitted
_________________________________      ______________________________

 Mark Thein, Chairman                                      Judy Haglund, Clerk

